 Ohio Seputs don't have to look
. far and'wide for evidence
of ancient life. I's right
beneath their feet.

. 8 an ordinary-looking rock for
- ¥ extraordinary fossils.
B Right: Jared York shows off his
. find: a trilobite.
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* Check and abide by your state’s fossil
hunting laws,

* Collect fossils from the surface only.

* Don't use large tools such as shovels.
They do too much unnecessary damage.
Leave No Trace!

* The fossils that you take - including the
rocks in which they are preserved - Lannot
exceed the size of your hand,

* The fossils you collect are for your
enjoyment only. Don't sell them!

+Don't climb any rock walks or outcrop-
pings. This is a fossil hunting trip, not a
rock climbing outing.

© lurkmq henoath
Scout Noah Dillinger’s feet.
“We're finding huge clumps of fossils—
“ bits and pieces of a coral-like animal,”
- says Noah, 14, pointing to the hillside
where his fellow Scouts are hunting for
: Of prehistoric organisms.
1ly about two minutes
to watkup the hilkand find fossils,” says
First Class Seout Ch s Baldasare, 13,
as he points to the ‘-“-p(‘(‘ll‘ll{‘llb Preserved
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in a small, triangular-shaped rock. “This
rock has fossils of [twig-like bryozoa] and
seashells in it.”

Scouts from Troop 121 in Mansfield,
Ohio, journeyed to the world-renowned
Cincinnati Arch region to dig up some
ancient treasures.

Looks like they hit the jackpot.

The group of 19 Scouts found all kinds
of Ordovician fossils at the Trammel Fos-
sil Park in Sharonville, Ohio, just north-
east of Cincinnati. :

Scientists believe that during the Paleo-
. zoie era, the sea level was 600 feet higher
than today, and an expansive shallow
sea rich in life once covered this section
of southwestern Ohio as well as parts
of Indiana and Kentucky. Brachiopods,
bryozoa, trilobites, crinoids, horn corals,
cephalopods and snails used to swim and
crawl here.

Perfectly Preserved History

As the sea creatures died, they would
sink to the bottom, where their shell
remains accumulated, were replaced
by minerals and became fossils. During
a timeframe known as the Ordovician
period (489 to 443 million years ago),
hurricane-force storms swept through
this region-and deposited even more
sediment layers, burying sea life that
would later become fossils.

Over the next several million years,
the earth’s crust shifted, pushing the
ancient ocean floor up and creating a
dome-shaped area. When a series of
Ice-Age glaciers bulldozed younger rock
layers off the top of this dome, millions
of perfectly preserved specimens were
revealed. This fossil-rich area is now
called the Cincinnati Arch.

“It’s arhazing that over millions of yeanr

_the fossils are still here,” says 13-year-old

First Class Scout Reid Studer.
A representative from the Cincinnati
Dry Dredgers, an association of amateur
geologists and paleontologists, helped
the Scouts on their quest for fossils. Dry

Dredger Greg Courtney displayed his
collection of fossils so the Scouts would
have a better idea of what they werée
looking for as they scoured the rough,
rocky hillside.

The Scouts worked their way across
the landscape—some shuffled along
looking closely underfoot on the flat
areas while others scrambled ahead to
the areas with larger shelves of over-
hanging rocks.

“Sometimes you just see the imprint
the animal,” says Life Scout Ben Ce
as he points out impressions in three
ferent nondescript brown and grey
“The shell isn’t there anymore, but
cansee what the animal looked like |
the impression it left.”




Ll ';
coulsswarm a rock Y atea.
nown for producing all kinds
~Interesting fossils, K

WHERE YOU CAN FIND FoSSILS

Fossil parks like the one in Cincinnati  Safety glasses (You might kick up some
provide hunters with a centralized location dirt and dust, which can be painful if it gets
to search for fossils. But you can actually in your eyes.)

find fossils in almost any location that fea-

tures sedimentary rocks such as limestone,

shale and sandstone, i :
Look for areas in which the rock has - 1aone bg qr resealable plastic bag to

been cut open or exposed, either by natural ho!d e ff}ss:ls i "

causes (creeks, hillsides and outcroppings)  * Film canister or pharmacy pill bottle for

or man-made causes (road construction delicate fossils

and quarries). * Newspaper or paper towels for wrapping
The best source of information for fossil fossils so they don't'scratch each other
hotspots in your area is an expert who has . Work gloves:
been there and done that. With help from 3 e
a trusted adult, search the Internet for Bagnitying lelres
fossil-collecting and rock-collecting clubs ~ * Camera
in your area. Go to the library and look for ~ * Drinking water
books about fossil collecting in your region. - Sunscreen
Go to a local museum, read books and

* Small flathead screwdriver for prying up
fossils

f ; + Basic first-aid kit
search the Internet for pictures of fossils. « Pencil ¥ Srcall ok
iy They're a lot harder to find if you don't s SRR S e RORENON 10
- know what you're looking for. record where fossils were found

: For more information go to

Hands-On [Xl]ﬁ”ﬂﬂ[:ﬁ bovslife.orqﬂinksfdrydreggers

Without the reference materials from

the Dry Dredgers, most people would
look at these rocks and not even notice
a thing. But now that the Scouts

are informed fossil hunters, they start
seeing things others would miss.

“We found small fossils embedded
in the rocks, and shell imprints,” says
14-year-old Star Scout Kenny Ousley.
“I'think it's really cool this area used to
be a sea. Plus, it's pretty unique how it
all wound up being here.”.

The Scouts compared their finds while
Courtney assisted in fossil identification.
“Here you can see history and touch
it,” says Noah. “Rather than some build-

ing where you go in and just look at
the fossils, here you get to hunt for them
and keep what you find.” +

FUNI
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